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SECRET: 


CONPDENTIAL October 14, 35. 


Dear Sir John, 


With regard to your note of [stober 12, 1955 I 
send attached hereto a report from the Special Branch 
on the subjest of Police action in regard to book stores 
in the Settlement selling ‘anti-Japane se and other literature 
likely to cause a breach of the peace or political sompli-« 
cations. 

In the middle of thie year, after discussion with 
the SeoreteryeGeneral, it was decided to take section against 
ell newspapers, chiefly of the mosquite variety, not 
registered with the Chinese Authorities. ‘This typeof = | 
paper waa publishing with impunity inflammatory articles |. 
of en anti-Japancee nature, anti-dovernment nature, and 
so-forth. Action taken was in every case put before the 
competent court end future action based on the result of 


such ,rosecution. 


iT think 38 tnerovnie tnt thee A any erat extort 


are themselves making investigations all the time and it 
is very improbable shopkeepers will pay the Municipal 
Police for protection which the Mmicipal Police would be 
unable to afford with any certainty. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sd) K. M. Bourne, 


if 


SoS Special Branch ///// 
October 14, 36. 
Police action ra book stores in Settlement. 
Communication from HBF. Consul-Generel re, 


and in Sale Moore 


Sir, 

Aes Tiftlr nw LS ee eeu UUONUNIORULOR GRwa 
Osteber 12, 1938, from H.B.M. Consui-Gensral, and the 
instruetions cf the D.C. (Special Branch) appended thereon, 
submitted herewith ig a report on the matter in question, 

The sfforts of the KEunieipal Polise te prevent the 
wale in the Settiement of literature hostile to the Chinese 
Govrermment are supplemented by the Bureau of Publie Safety 
and the logal representative of the Ministry ef Educatica 
whoive officers make frequent visits to lecel took steres. 

When agents of the Munieipal Pelice discover improper 
dDeoeka, the chjectionable parts are tremslated amd submitted 
te the Legal Department before any action is taken. 

When represetatives of the extra-Settlement bureasx 
@iscover objesticnable beoks or megasines en sale, they spply 
direet toe the ghamghai Special Distriet Court fer warrmts 
and ec-operate with the Mumisipal Peliece whes these inatruments 
are being executed. 

There is els geed reasen te believe that a cheek is 
veing kept on literature offered fer sale in the Settlement 
ww egemte of the J#pazese Anutheri ties, 

In view of the astivities of the agents ef the Japanese 
ama@ Chinese Autherities, there is reasen te believe that 
relaxation ef the efforts of the Numisipeal Polies weuld net 
wring any relief to the beek steres. Gu the ether hand, it 
wenld leave the Municipal Polies opem te charges of 
inefficieney ma weuld lend colour te the charges already 
being made about extortion. 


The examinatien ef heck ateran ia naw wdertebon te 
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tm Chinese detestives attached to 5.5, and their work is 
mapervased hy clerks from the same section, Both the 
aetectives and clerke of 3.5 pose aa potential sus tomers 
whem visiting stores, snd a sheek is maintained on their 


| -oxk ty agents and detectives of 3.1 whe are constantly on 


the look out for evidence of the exinatenos of oti-Government 


" and anti-VForeigs agitation. Any errengement whioh any 


member of the Municipal Felice night make to allow the sale 
of impreper books weuld sereever be likely to break dom in 
view of the inquiries being made by the Publie Sefety Bureau 
or ether interested autheri ties. The keepers of veck stores 
are all intelligent peepie who realize that the Printers and 
Publishers Aeseciation to whieh they invariably belong, is 
& very influential bed. It is therefore very wmiikely that 
they would tamely agree t the payments of exactions which 
@id net bring tom uny benefit, 

In executing the erders of the Acting Oommissiener 
ef Police regarding the registration of newspapers md 
periedicels Foreign members of the staff of the Special 
Branch frequmiy came inte sentast with book store keepers, 
and se far ne cemplaints have bean made te then. 

Sinee the “Hew Life Weekly® Incident, the measures 
te prevent the eireulatien in the SetClemmt of anti-Japenese 
literature have beem earried cut more consistently and 
vigoreualy then previeusly, “nd six persens have bem 
euccensful ly presee ted, 

There is ne deudt that the members eof the Printing 
wma Suvaiching Pre4e hors fer memy years been making 


eenai Gerable prefite Wy catering to the opirit ef hostility 
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ta Japem emd cther Foreign comtries, an4 lecherous tnolinations 
ef the Chinese publie. Sufference of the oontinuance of thia 
state of affairs has preved @ lwcr@tiwe easuurue ws Sratt St ome 
@rpleyees of the Mintatry of Baveation, 

I% eeme to light in September 1936 that one Chan Te- 
tweng(') ~ *) whe was local representative of the Minietry of 
Education frem April 1929 to September 1930, mad during that 
peried amagsed a fortume of $300,000. Chen was fomd guilty 
of malfeaeanes im effice and hed te resiga various appoin ments 
which he held concurre tiy. 

The efferts of the Municipal Police heve always 
limited the eppertunities of the empleyses of the Department 
ef E@ueation to neke meney wy veniel preetices in the sSattlezet, 
wad im reeent months have umdeubdtedly tem mere sucesasful in 
this respeet then hi therte. The statement of the Ninister ef 
héveation abeut extertica by the inwni ei ped Poliee is prebably 
based on repertes reecived frem some of the expleyees of his 
Department whe censider that their persemal interests will bs 
eerieusly affected if the present measures taken by the 
Menicipel Police are maintained. 
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—_eone Date... Octoher.14,..:935. 
Police action. re. book stores in. Settlement. ......... ose eats ideecccdalt 


.. Communication from HeBeMe...Consul-General Tee oot | 


With reference to the attached communication dated _ | 
October 12, 1935, from HsBsM, Consul-General, and the ==, 
_instructions of the D.C. (Special Branch) appended thereon, 
submitted herewith is a report on the matter in question. : 
_The efforts of thé Municipal Police to prevent the 
sale in the Settlement of literature hostile to the Chinese | 
Government are supplemented by the Bureau of Public Safety 
es r entative t 


__whose officers make frequent visits to local book stores. 


| books, the objectionable parts are translated and submitted ‘ 
|__ to the Legal Department before any action is taken, 


he i ° () o believe that check is 


relaxation of the efforts of the Municipal Police would not 
__bring any relief to the beok stores, On the other hand, it 
would leave the Municips1 Police open to charges of ; 
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—__two Chinese detectives attached to 8.5, and their work is = 
supervise the e section Both the 


—work—by agents and detectives of S.]1 who are constantly on __ 
ook out for evidence of the existence of anti-Government 
|._end anti-Foreign agitation. Any arrangement which any 
__member of the Municipal Police might make to allow the sale 

| of improper books would moreover be likely to break dom in | 
view of the inquiries being made by the Public Safety Bureau 
__or other interested authorities, The keepers of book stores | 
| re all intelligent people who realize that the Printers and : 
__ Publishers Association to which they invariably belong, is 
influential body, It is therefore very unlikely that — 
__they would tamely agree to the payments of exactions which 
__ did not bring them any benefit. 

| _—_am executing the orders of the Acting Commissioner 
—of Police regarding the registration of newspapers and 
diosls Foreign members of the staff of the Special 
\_ Branch frequentiy came into contact “with book store keepers, 
|_and so far no complaints have been made to them, 
___Sinee the "New Life Weekly" Incident, the measures 
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to Japan and other Foreign sountetea, and Sackeonya teatinadtonn | 
_of the Chinese public, Sufferance of the continuance of this | 
state of affairs has proved a lucrative source of graft to some 
_@mployees of the Ministry of Education, 
It came to light in September 1930 that one Chen Te- i 

ne (HK id FA who was local representative of the Ministry of 


| Education from April 1929 to September 1930, had during that 
| 


period amassed a fortune of $300,000. Chen was found guilty _ 
feasance in office and had to resi 
which he held concurrently. — 
The efforts of the Municipal Police have always 


limited the opportunities of the employees of the Department 
of Education to make money by ven e 


in 


recent months have undoubtedly been more successful in 
this respect than hitherto, The statement of the Minister of 
Education about extortion by the Municipal Police is probably 
from some of the e es of hi 
Department who consider that their personal interests will be 
seriously affected if the present measures taken by the 
Municipal Police are maintained. 
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BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
P.O. BOX 259. SHANCHAI. 


Personal and confidential October 12th, 1935. 


Dear Bourne, 

The Chinese Minister of Education has recently 
approached me indirectly and very confidentially on 
the following matter. It is stated that under Japanese 
pressure the municipal police are undertaking the 
investigation of publications by Chinese publishing 
companies to see if they contain anti-Japanese 
propaganda. I am assured that the Chinese Government 
have already taken strict measures in the way of 
censorship and would deal with such cases themselves. 
The Minister asks me unofiicially therefore for my 
good offices to obtain a relaxation by the municipal 
police of their activities in this direction. It is 
also alleged that some members of the police are 
making the investigation an opportunity for extortion. 

With regard to the latter charge the answer of 


course is that if any evidence is produced you will 


Major K.M. Bourne, M.C., /ve 
Acting Commissioner of Police, 
Shanghai Municipal Council, 
SHANGHAI. 
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be only too glad to take the necessary action. As, 
however, such evidence never is produced it is 
difficult to see what can be done. 

As to the main contention I shall be grateful 
if you can let me know confidentially, and for my 
personal information only, what the position is. 


ours sincerely, 
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